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1. Regulatory Context and Introduction

Dancebox Studios & Theatre Works Ltd delivers higher education provision through a formal
franchise and validation partnership arrangement with Buckinghamshire New University (BNU).

Students studying on Dancebox higher education programmes are registered students of
Buckinghamshire New University and are therefore covered by Buckinghamshire New
University's approved Access and Participation Plan and wider student support framework.

As a franchised delivery partner, Dancebox supports the principles and objectives of
Buckinghamshire New University's Access and Participation Plan through the local delivery of
its programmes, admissions processes, student support arrangements and quality assurance
activities.

As students are registered with Buckinghamshire New University, Dancebox is not required to
maintain a separate Access and Participation Plan. This Access and Participation Statement is
published in accordance with Office for Students Condition A2 and sets out Dancebox's
approach to supporting equality of opportunity within its higher education provision.

Given the specialist nature of Dancebox's provision and the fact that students are registered
with Buckinghamshire New University, this statement is intended to describe Dancebox's
general approach to supporting equality of opportunity and student success rather than
establish separate access and participation targets or measures.




2. Our Approach

Dancebox is a specialist provider of professional vocational training in dance and musical
theatre.

Our approach is founded upon the principle that applicants should be considered fairly and on
merit, with admissions and audition processes designed to identify individuals who
demonstrate the potential, commitment and suitability to succeed within intensive higher
education performing arts training.

Dancebox seeks to promote equality of opportunity by:

operating fair and transparent admissions and audition processes;

providing clear information to applicants and students;

considering individual circumstances where appropriate;

supporting students to engage successfully with their programme of study;
reviewing student feedback and available information to identify opportunities for
enhancement.

Dancebox is committed to maintaining the academic standards, learning outcomes and
professional expectations associated with its programmes whilst seeking to ensure that
applicants and students are treated fairly, consistently and with respect.

3. Access to Higher Education

Dancebox seeks to ensure that prospective students are able to make informed decisions
about applying for and undertaking higher education study.

Information regarding programmes, admissions requirements, audition processes, tuition fees
and available sources of funding is made available to applicants through published materials,
open events and admissions communications.

Admissions and audition processes are designed to be transparent and focused on identifying
applicants with the potential and commitment to benefit from specialist professional training.

Dancebox welcomes applications from individuals from a broad range of educational and
personal backgrounds. Decisions regarding admission are based on applicants' suitability for
the programme and their potential to succeed within the learning environment.




4. Student Participation and Success

Dancebox seeks to provide a learning environment that enables students to engage effectively
with their studies and develop the knowledge, skills and professional behaviours required for
successful progression.

Students are supported through a range of academic, practical and pastoral arrangements
appropriate to the nature and scale of the provision.

Where concerns relating to attendance, engagement, wellbeing or academic progress are
identified, guidance and support may be offered where appropriate.

Dancebox recognises that students may experience individual circumstances that affect their
participation in higher education. Requests for support or adjustment are considered on a
case-by-case basis, taking account of the requirements of the programme, academic standards,
learning outcomes, student safety and professional expectations.

Where appropriate, students may also be signposted to support services available through
Buckinghamshire New University or external organisations.

5. Professional Training Environment

Dancebox delivers intensive vocational training designed to prepare students for professional
careers within the performing arts industry.

The programmes are intended to reflect the expectations, standards and demands of
professional practice. Students are therefore expected to engage fully with the practical,
academic and professional requirements of their programme.

Dancebox seeks to support students in meeting these expectations while maintaining the
integrity of the training, academic standards and programme learning outcomes.

6. Monitoring and Review

Dancebox reviews available information relating to student recruitment, participation,
continuation, attainment, progression and student feedback as part of its quality assurance and
enhancement processes.



As a specialist provider with relatively small student cohorts, information is considered in an
appropriate and proportionate manner, taking account of both quantitative and qualitative
evidence.

Where opportunities for improvement are identified, Dancebox will consider appropriate
actions through its established governance and quality assurance processes.

7. Governance and Responsibilities

Responsibility for this Access and Participation Statement rests with the Directors and senior
leadership team of Dancebox Studios & Theatre Works Ltd.

Dancebox operates within the academic governance and partnership oversight framework
established by Buckinghamshire New University and contributes to the University's broader
objectives relating to equality of opportunity through its local delivery of higher education
provision.

The Directors and senior leadership team are responsible for ensuring that:

this statement is reviewed periodically;
the statement remains publicly available;
relevant student information and feedback are considered through established quality
assurance processes; and
e appropriate actions are taken where areas for enhancement are identified.

8. Review and Publication

This Access and Participation Statement is published in accordance with Office for Students
Condition A2 and is available through the Dancebox Studios & Theatre Works Ltd website.

The statement will be reviewed annually and updated as necessary to reflect changes in
provision, partnership arrangements or regulatory requirements.

T. Linecar-Boulton
Executive Director
Dancebox Studios & Theatre Works
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