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DANCEBOX STUDIOS AND THEATRE WORKS
STUDENTS DRUG AND ALCOHOL POLICY
Next Review Date: September 2026
1. Purpose
This policy sets out the Dancebox Studios and Theatre Works approach to the possession, use, supply, and misuse of drugs and alcohol by students. It aims to promote a safe and supportive learning environment, protect the wellbeing of students and staff, fulfil safeguarding and legal obligations, and provide a clear framework for prevention, support, and disciplinary action where required.
2. Scope
This policy applies to:
· All students enrolled on FE and HE programmes
· All Dancebox Studios and Theatre Works premises and activities, including off-site placements, trips, and events
· Conduct related to Dancebox Studios and Theatre Works, whether on or off premises, where there is an impact on the College community or reputation
3. Legal and Regulatory Context
This policy is informed by:
· Misuse of Drugs Act 1971
· Licensing Act 2003
· Safeguarding and child protection legislation
· Health and Safety at Work legislation
· Ofsted Education Inspection Framework (FE provision)
· Office for Students regulatory expectations
4. Principles
Dancebox Studios and Theatre Works approach is underpinned by the following principles:
· Promotion of health, safety, and wellbeing
· Prevention and early intervention
· Safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults
· Proportionate and fair disciplinary processes
· Access to appropriate support and guidance
5. Drugs and Alcohol: Definitions
For the purposes of this policy:
· Drugs include controlled substances, new psychoactive substances (including so-called “legal highs”), prescription medication used without medical authorisation, and solvents
· Alcohol refers to beverages containing alcohol, including beer, wine, spirits, and mixed drinks
6. Prohibited Conduct
Students must not:
· Possess, use, distribute, or supply illegal drugs on College premises or during College-related activities
· Be under the influence of drugs or alcohol while engaged in learning, assessment, placements, or College activities
· Misuse prescription or over-the-counter medication
· Bring alcohol onto College premises without authorisation
7. Alcohol and College-Approved Events
Alcohol may be permitted at specific College-approved events, subject to:
· Compliance with licensing requirements
· Risk assessment and supervision
· Restrictions on access for students under the age of 18
Students attending such events are expected to behave responsibly and in accordance with this policy.
8. Safeguarding and Students Under 18
The College has a heightened duty of care towards students under the age of 18. In relation to drugs and alcohol:
· Alcohol is strictly prohibited for under-18 students
· Any drug or alcohol-related concerns involving under-18s will be treated as safeguarding matters
· Parents/carers and external agencies may be involved where appropriate
9. Support and Early Intervention
The College recognises that substance misuse may be linked to health, wellbeing, or personal difficulties. Where appropriate, the College will:
· Offer advice, guidance, and signposting to support services
· Encourage students to seek help without fear of immediate disciplinary action
· Work with safeguarding and wellbeing teams to support positive outcomes
Seeking support will not, in itself, result in disciplinary action unless there is a serious risk to others or unlawful activity.
10. Breaches of the Policy
Breaches of this policy will be managed under the Student Disciplinary Procedure. Sanctions will be proportionate to the nature and seriousness of the breach and may include:
· Formal warnings
· Behavioural contracts
· Suspension or exclusion in serious cases
Where criminal activity is suspected, the matter may be referred to the police.
11. Confidentiality and Information Sharing
Information relating to drug and alcohol concerns will be handled sensitively and in accordance with data protection legislation. Information may be shared without consent where there is a safeguarding or legal obligation to do so.
12. Education and Awareness
The College is committed to promoting awareness of the risks associated with drugs and alcohol. Educational activities may include:
· Induction sessions
· Health and wellbeing campaigns
· Targeted interventions for at-risk students
13. Review and Related Policies
This policy will be reviewed annually or in response to legislative or regulatory change. 
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